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HOW DO STUDENTS 
ENGAGE WITH 
GEOGRAPHY IN SWISS?

Personal Geography & 

Inquiry-based Learning
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GEOGRAPHICAL CONCEPTS



WHAT DO STUDENTS EXPLORE IN LOWER SEC GEOGRAPHY?
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WHAT DO STUDENTS 
EXPLORE IN UPPER 
SEC GEOGRAPHY?
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•Geography in Everyday Life (All)

•Climate (All)

• Tourism (All except N level Elect Geo)

• Tectonics (Only O Level Geo)

•Singapore (Only O Level Geo)

Content Clusters

•Geographical Investigation

•Decision making

•Map reading

•Photograph interpretation

•Data interpretation

Skills



OVERVIEW OF UPPER SEC GEOGRAPHY SYLLABUS 
CONTENT
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HOW DO WE APPROACH GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUES?
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Phenomena, 
Concepts

Relationships 
with people 

and the 
environment

Sustainable 
Management



LEARNING MATERIALS
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Interactive Digital 
Textbook

(SLS)
Print Textbook

One slim and compact
B5-sized book for each
cluster to support
learning on-the-go.

Comprises essential
knowledge.

Supports consolidation
of knowledge.

Comprehensively covers
the knowledge required.

Offers rich and engaging
learning experiences.

Complementary



LEARNING MATERIALS
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Interactive Digital Textbook (SLS)

Stage of 
Learning

Students Teacher

Pre-class Acquire some background
knowledge before class.

Assign selected activities (e.g., video, 
or a reading) before students come to 
class for facilitated discussions.

In-class • Acquire knowledge at own pace 
and clarify with teacher if unsure.

• Annotate points of discussion 
as class is on-going

• Input data found during fieldwork 
and analyse the data collaboratively
with peers.

Assign selected activities and use 
media as a stimulus for in-class
collaborative work or classroom 
discussion.

Post-class • Revisit knowledge at own 
pace after class and clarify with 
teacher if they are unsure.

• Assess their own learning through 
immediate feedback provided.

Assign to students to complete on
their own after the lesson. They may 
then view the performance of their 
students, and assess the learning
needs of their students.



LEARNING EXPERIENCES IN GEOGRAPHY

20XX 10

Concept-based Teaching

Alternative Assessment for 
Learning, and as Learning

Collaborative Learning

Authentic Learning
Experiences



WHAT ARE THE STAGES OF GEOGRAPHICAL 
INVESTIGATION (GI)?
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• Acquire and apply geographical skills 
and techniques for studying real 
world phenomena and processes

• Develop 21st Century Competencies

• Opportunities to learn beyond the 
classroom



GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Sec 1

Water Topic

• Down to EARTH: 
Interdisciplinary Inquiry 
Project with Science @ 
Jurong Lake Garden

o Field Sketch

o Environmental 
Perception Survey

Sec 2

Housing Topic

• "Are our neighbourhoods 
friendly for all?"

o Land Use Survey

o Traffic and Pedestrian Count

o Questionnaire Survey

o Interview

o Environmental Perception 
Survey
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GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS
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Bite-sized 
Fieldwork

Extended 
Fieldwork

Which syllabus is 
it for?

Humanities 
(Geography)

Full Geography

How is it carried 
out?

Integrated into the 
teaching of the 
Climate Cluster

10 weeks 
allocated to apply 
what is learnt from 
Topic 3 
Geographical 
Methods, to carry 
out in-depth study 
of Climate Cluster
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1. 
Spark 

Curiosity

2. 
Gather 
Data

4. 
Reflect & 
Extend

3.
Exercise 

Reasoning



LOWER SEC GEOGRAPHY 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Knowledge

Students should be able 

to demonstrate 

knowledge of:

o geographical terms, 
facts, processes, 
concepts and 
phenomena

o geographical data 
types, skills and 
techniques

o geographical 
investigation skills

Critical Understanding 
and Constructing 
Explanations

Students should be able to 

apply geographical 

knowledge to:

o select and organise the 
content learnt

o perform analysis and 
produce explanations

o evaluate data collection 
methods and generate 
solutions

o evaluate strategies

Interpreting and 
Evaluating 
Geographical Data

Students should be able 

to apply geographical 

knowledge to:

o select and organise

relevant information

o observe patterns and 

deduce relationships

o draw conclusions 

based on evidence
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UPPER SEC GEOGRAPHY 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Knowledge with 
Understanding

Students should be able 

to:

o Construct responses 

using theories, 

generalisations, 

models and concepts.

Skills and Analysis

Students should be able 

to :

o Apply understanding 

to break down 

information into its 

component parts or to 

carry out an 

investigation.

Judgement and 
Decision-making

Students should be able 

to :

o Use defined criteria 

and standards to 

evaluate methods, 

outcomes and 

proposals.

20XX 16



ASSESSMENT FOR LOWER SECONDARY GEOGRAPHY
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WA1 WA2 WA3 EYE

Secondary 
One

Class Test 
• Short Answer 

Question
• Data Response 

Question

Response to 
Geographical Issue 
(RGI) 
• Mapwork
• Summary of Issue
• Proposed Action

Geographical
Investigation 
• Individual and Group 

Components

2 Structured 
Questions 
• Short 

Answer Question
• Data Response 

Question

Secondary 
Two

Class Test 
• Short Answer 

Question
• Data Response 

Question

Response to 
Geographical Issue 
(RGI) 
• Mapwork
• Summary of Issue
• Proposed Action

Geographical
Investigation 
• Individual and 

Group 
Components

2 Structured
Questions
• Short 

Answer Question
• Data Response 

Question



ASSESSMENT FOR UPPER SECONDARY GEOGRAPHY
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WA1 WA2 WA3 EYE

Secondary 
Three

Class Test
• Short Answer 

Question
• Data Response 

Question

Geographical
Investigation 
• Individual and Group 

Components

Class Test 
• Short 

Answer Question
• Data Response 

Question

Full Paper 
• Short 

Answer Question
• Data Response 

Question


