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G2 Subjects

English Language*1st

Mother Tongue Languages*2nd

Mathematics*3rd

Humanities*
Social Studies & Elective (History/ Geography/ Literature in English)4th

Science (Chemistry/Physics)*Science (Chemistry/Biology)*5th

Design and Technology**/ Art**/ Nutrition and Food Science**/ Literature in 
Malay**/ Literature in English/ Geography/ History/ Principles of Accounts 

OR 
N(A) Additional Maths (only for students offering ‘O’ Level Math)

6th

Note: 
*: Subjects offered at G3 and G2 Level. Students may be offered out-of-stream subjects i.e. G3 English 
and/or Maths and/or Mother Tongue and/or Science and/or Humanities if they meet the criteria 
**: subject is offered at only G3 level
6th subject will be offered only if there is a critical mass of students or possible teacher deployment
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SOCIAL STUDIES :
A COMPULSORY

SUBJECT



Upper Sec
Nature of Learning 
Continuing the primary learning, SS continues to grow students’ knowledge, develop skills and inculcate values as they progress 
through secondary education. Students will be exposed to the complex tensions that characterise issues happening around the world 
and Singapore.

Key Learning Outcome: To develop into
• An informed learner who is discerning in judgement, civic-minded, aware of global and cross-cultural issues
• Critical and inventive thinker
• Effective communicator in the globalised and digital age
• Concerned and participative citizens in shaping the development of Singapore

Features
(themes & learning process) Sec 4

Features
(themes & learning process) Sec 3

Issue 3: Being Part of a Globalised WorldIssue 1: Exploring Citizenship and Governance

Issue 2: Living in a Diverse Society











CONCEPTS IN SS
Issue 3: Being Part of a 

Globalised World
Issue 2: Living in a 

Diverse Society
Issue 1: Exploring

Citizenship & Governance

How can we respond to 
globalisation?

Interconnections • 
Interdependence • 
Homogenisation • 

Hybridisation • Trade-offs 
• Security 

Is Harmony achievable?
Identity • Diversity • 

Harmony • Assimilation • 
Integration

Working for the good of 
society: Whose 

responsibility is it?
Citizenship • Trade-offs • 

Governance

e.g. cyber-security threat, 
transnational terrorism, 

tensions in France

e.g. diversity in Australia / 
America / Switzerland

e.g. citizenship in Hong 
Kong / America 
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SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENT (NA)



Source –Based Case 
Study (SBCS)

[30 marks]
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Structured Response Questions (SRQ) [15 marks]
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SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENT (O Level)



● Key differences:
● More types of hybrid questions

Source –Based 
Case Study 

(SBCS)
[30 marks]



Structured Response Questions (SRQ) [15 marks]



Some Key Differences

• 5 sources 
• SBCS Question Types –

1 Challenging 
Question

• SRQ: Explanation Skill

• 6 sources – Language is 
usually more complex

• SBCS Question Types –
More Challenging
Questions

• SRQ: Explanation + 
Evaluation Skill

G2        N Level G3        O Level



E-exams 
Format

● E-exams 
● Students will be 

provided with a 
lockdown account

● Students to type out 
their answers on SLS 


